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EXHORTATION 
Religious Education of Children: 
A CIRCULAR LETTER 


FROM THE 


ELDERS AND MESSENGERS 


4+. - 


22 OF THE 
SEVERAL BAPTIST CHURCHES, 


MEETING AT 


AULCESTER, BROMSGROVE, PERSHORE, 

' BENGWORTH, CIRENCESTER, TUKESBURY, 
BEWDLEY, DUDLEY, UPTON, 
BIRMINGHAM, HOOK-NORTON, WARWICK, 
BOURTON, LEOMINST ER, WESTMANCOAT, 


BRITTLE-LANE, NEITHER-"LOWN, WORCESTER, &c. 


BEING MET IN ASSOCIATION, AT BROMSGROVE, IN WORCES- 
TERSHIRE, ENGLAND, JUNE II AND 12, 1783. 


PrEPARED BY FAMES BUTTER WORTH, 


PASTOR OF THE DAPTIST CHURCH AT BROMSGROVE. 


Train up a child in the way he ſhould go, and when he is old he wilt 
not depart from i it. PROVERBS. 


PHILADELPNI 4, 
PRIN NTED BY LANG AND USTICK. 


1795. 
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Tuus Laber on al Re- 
"RI Education of Children, pre- 
ſented by Mr. Benjamin Hedger, and 
recommended by the Church at New- 
Mills, was committed to the examin- 
ation of the Rev. Meſſrs. Haac Skill- 
man, Henry Smalley, and Samuel Fones, 
D. D. and is now re-publſhed by or- 
der of the Philadelphia Baptiſt Aſſo- 
ciation, October 8th, 1795, as ap- 


pears from the following Extract 


from their Minutes ;— 


Art. 


iv 

Art. 25. The committee ap- 
pointed to examine a piece on the 
Education of Children, recommend 


its publication together with the 


Baltimore Circular Letter, written 


by the Rev. John Davis.” 


A CIRCULAR LETTER. 


THE ELDERS AND MESSENGERS OF A BAPTIST 
\ . ASSOCIATION, HELD AT BROMSGROVE, IN 
WORCESTERSHIRE, JUNE 11 AND 12, 1783— 
TO THE SEVERAL CHURCHES THEY RE- 
PRESENT, SEND CHRISTIAN SALUTATION : 


DEAR BRETHREN, 


1525 BG once more aſſembled, with a ſincere deſire 
to promote the glory of God, and your ſpiritual ediſication, and 
having read your letters, and diligently attended to their con- 
tents; and in ſome meaſure mourned over your diſtreſſes, and re- 
Joiced in your comforts and proſperity; we now ſend you our 


THOUGHTS ON THE MOST PROPER METHOD OF 

TRAINING UP YOUR TENDER OFFSPRING, 

FOR THEIR GOOD AND YOUR COMFORT, AND 
THE GLORY OF GOD. 


WE conſider it as an eſſential part of every Chriſtian Parent's 
duty, a matter of great importance in itſelf, and ſhould be at- 
tended to with unremitting diligence, as far as your power and 
capacity will admit. It is the duty of all Parents to train up 
their Children in the beſt manner they can; and they who neg- 
Je& their duty herein, are anſwerable for all the conſequences 
Which may follow. | 5 


The laws of God and nature have conſtituted Parents the 
heads, and rulers in their own reſpective families; and they are 
chargeable, in a meaſure, with all che evil actions done in their 
preſence, or by their connivance. In this light Joſhua under 

oed the matter, when he uttercd that holy reſolution, © As for 
me and my houſe, we will ſerve the Lord.” The ſame idea is 
conveyed to us by the Lord himſelf, in his remark on the good 
ule which Abraham would make of his parental authority: “1 
know that Abraham will command his houſhold after him.” 
David aſſumes this authority over his own houſe : “He that 
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worketh deceit ſhall not dwell within my houſe ; he that telleth 
lies ſhall not tarry in my ſight.“ 

As the power of governing families naturally devolves on 
parents, that power ſhould be uſed to promote the advantage 
and beſt intereſt of the governed; and when it is otherwiſe, the 
governors mult neceſſarily become objects of blame. | 


"The exerciſe of good government in a family, is a great bleſ- 
ſing; and they Who are diligently occupied therein, ſhall have 
the pleaſure of ſeeing its good effects. Means and end are 


joined together by a wiſe Providence; and all who conſtantly 


attend to this duty of governing well, (hall ſee the advantage, 
and reap the fruit of their labors, at- leaſt in ſome happy degree. 
And though cenſcientious parents ſhould not have their utmoſt 


wiſhes fulfilled, nor ſee thoſe effects which they earneſtly deſire, 


and reaſonably expect; yet they enjoy the ſatisfaction of having 
done their duty, which affords peace of conſcience, and 1s to 


them a continual feaſt. All ſuch have the bleſſing and approba- 


tion of God. If thou doeſt well, ſhalt thou not be accepted? 
In keeping his commands there is a great reward Well done, 
good and faithful ſervant If thou doeſt not well, fin lieth at the 

door.” It is a heinous ſin to neglect our duty in training up 


our children. This was old Eli's great defect; on which ac- 


count, and for what took place in conſequence thereof, the Lord 
both denounced and executed judgments on him and his family. 


There is a path in which children ſhould be trained up, and 


in which they ought continually to walk. They are not to be 


left to their own depraved inclinations, or to do what is right in 
their own eyes ; for children are under the divine law, as well 
as their parents, conſequently care ſhould be taken to inſtru 
them in the knowledge of its precepts, ſo long as they are under 
parental authority. There is a time when parents will not be 
2cGountable for the conduct of their children; but while under 
their government, it is their duty to train them up in the way 


which God has commanded. It is not natural for children ta 
walk-in. this way; therefore they mult be trained to it, by thoſe 
who have the care of them : nay, it is natural for all children to 


walk contrary to the pure and holy law of God; for they are 


prone to evil as the ſparks are to fly upwards. “ Fooliſbnefs is 


bound up in the heart of a child, but the rod of correction driv- 
eth it from him; Prov. xxii. 15. He that ſpares his rod Hates 
his child. Children are born depraved: they are * ſhapen in 
iniquity,” and by “ nature the children of wrath.” They arc 
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of their “ father the devil; their hearts are deceitful above all 
things, and deſperately wicked; eveiy imagmation of the 
thoughts of their hearts is only evil continually” As children 
are thus depraved and corrupt by nature, it is neceſſary they 
ſhould be trained up in the paths of morality and true religion: 
to do this, is the duty of every parent, as far as his capacity will 
admit. 


As ſoon as your children are able to take in ideas, you ſhould 
convey into their minds reverend notions of the Divine Being. 
You ſhould teach them to hold his names and titles ſacred, and 
caution them never to uſe thoſe names but in a religious ſenſe, 
and then, with holy reverence : Thou ſhalt not take the name 
of the Lord thy God in yain ; for the Lord will not hold him 
guiltleſs, who taketh his name in vain.” Men take God's name 
in vain, when they mention it without occafion, in their com- 
mon diſcourſe, which is but too frequently done; and when 
they mention it in religious ſervice without fincerity, reverence, 
or devotion. You ſhould endeavor to impreſs the minds of your 
children with ſuitable ideas of the greatneſs, glory, and dreadful 
majeſty of God, by properly inſtructing them in the knowledge 
of his divine perfection. Teach them to underſtand, that he is 
| preſent every where; that his eye is continually upon them, and 
that he notes down all we think, ſay, or do; and will bring 
every idle word, with every ſecret thought, into judgment. 
Train up your children in a ſtrict regard to the Sabbath, enforce 
the command upon their conſcience : © Remember to keep holy 
the Sabbath-day—Ye ſhall keep my Sabbaths, and reverence my 
ſanctuary.” Reverence the Lord's ſanctuary with your preſence, 
and with the preſence of your children and ſervants ; and ſhew 
them by your example, your love to God's houſe and ordinances, 
and the place where his honor dwells. Caution them againſt 
thinking their own thoughts, ſpeaking their own words, or doing 
their own actions, on this holy day. After public ſervice is 
over, you ſhould keep them within doors ; make them read the 
Bible, or ſome other good and religious books. Make them 
duly attend family prayer, and take care they are neyer employed 
in * Rue buſineſs on the Lord's day, but what cannot be 
avoided. | | 


Endeavor to train them up in a high veneration for the word 
of God: inform them whoſe word it is—the importance of what 
it contains—that it is infallibly true, and - able to make wiſe unta 


ſalvation, through faith in Chriſt Jeſus.” 
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You ſhould read and expound the word of God to your chil- 


dren. Tell them their ſtate and condition by nature, the hein- 


ouſyeſs and the dreadful effects of fin, the curſe it entails on 
mankind; the hurt it does in the world, the puniſhment it in- 

curs at the hand of a juſt and holy God. Shew them the = 
and bleſſed effects of living in obedience to God's divine com- 
mands : Obedience is better than ſacriſice They that honor 
me, I will honor—If ye know theſe things, happy are ye if ye 
do them If ye do whatſoever I command you, then are ye my 


diſciples indeed.” 


Shew them the neceſſity and reality of the new birth; prove 


to them, from the ſacred text, that if they are not born again of 


the Spirit, they cannot ſee the kingdom of God—Thus you 
talk with them, when you fit in your houſes, when you lie down, 
and when you ariſe, and when you walk by the way ; for if you 
neglect thus to warn and inſtruct them, if they ks Fa God will 
require their blood at your hands. If the blood of periſhing 


| hearers is required at the hand of their miniſters, who neglect to 


warn and teach them, with how much more propriety is the blood 


of a periſhing ſon or daughter to be laid at the door of a parent 


who neglects his duty in warning, reproving, and inſtructing his 
own child? May every parent duly conſider this. 


Teach your children their need of daily prayer to God, by 
ſhewing them their continual dependence upon him for every 
thing they want, to make them happy in time and eternity. Shew | 
them that there is no peace, comfort, or proſperity, but what 
comes from God, in a way of providence or grace. All our 


ſprings are in him: „In him we live, move, and have our being 


—Every good and perfect gift cometh down from above, from 
the Father of lights, with whom there is no variableneſs, nor 


ſhadow of a change ;”? and from him we receive life, breath, 
and all things. ER 


He is a prayer hearing, and a prayer anſwering God ; he has 
made many exceeding great and precious promiſes to all who 
ſincerely call upon him: They who ſeek me early, ſhall fnd 


me—Aſk and you ſhall receive—Call upon me in the day of 


trouble, and I will deliver thee—Aſk that your joy may be full; 


for he gives his Holy Spirit to them that aſk him—lIf any of you 


lack wiſdom, let him aſk of God, who giveth to all men liberally,” 
Tell your children what amazing wonders God has done in an- 


{wer to prayer. Shew them how he has preſerved his people in 


immipent danger—Jonah in the belly of the fiſh—Daniel in the 
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' lion's den—The three children in the fiery furnace—Mordecai 
and the Jews, when the decree for their deſtruction was gone 
out againit them. In anſwer to prayer, the Lord has ſhut up 
teaven, that it has not rained for three years and fix months. 
In anſwer to prayer, he fetched Peter out of priſon by an angel. 
In anſwer to prayer, God has © ſubdued kingdoms, wrought 
righteouſneſs, accompliſhed promiſes, ſtopped the mouths of 
lions, quenched the violence of fire, &c. Tell them the judg- 
ments that are denounced againſt prayerleſs perſons, * Pour 
out thy fury upon the heathen that know thee not, and upon the 
families that call not upon thy name:“ Jer. x. 25. Neither ſon 
nor daughter in a Chriſtian family ſhould live without prayer, if 
they have a capacity to know there is a God, who rules and 
reigns as a God, who rules and reigns as God over all, and 
e doth what he will in the armies of heaven, and among the in- 
habitants of the earth, &c. 


Children ſhould be trained up in induſtry : it is commendable; 
it will prove a bleſſing to them; they will have reaſon to thank 
God and you for it, through the whole of life. Induſtry cul- 
tivates the mind ; preſerves from a thouſand evils, ſnares, and 
temptations, which idleneſs unavoidably leads into. It is obey- 
ing God's command: © Six days ſhalt thou labor.” It helps 
a perſon to provide for himſelf and family ia a comfortable and 
decent manner. It enables him to afliſt a friend, relieve the 
diſtreſſed, and contribute towards the {ſpreading of the goſpel. 
Idleneſs brings a man to diſgrace and poverty; clothes him in 
rags, tempts him to {teal and defraud mankind, and renders him 
a nuiſance to ſociery. Idleneſs has brought many to a ſhameful, 
ignominious end, and will bring many more, for its tendency 
leads this way. Induſtry is crowned with the bleſſing of the 
Moſt High: “ The diligent hand maketh rich—Scelt thou a 
man diligent in bufinefs ? he ſhall fland before kings, he ſhall 
not ſtand before mean men—Up, and be doing, and the Lord 
be with thee.” Ro ab 


Children ſhould be trained up in fincerity and truth. Truth is 
what ſhould be cultivated in them at times. Shew them the hurtful, 
hateful nature of lying in any affair, or concern whatever ; that 
lying is forbidden in the pure and holy word of God: © Thou 
ſhalt not bear falſe witnels—Let your yea, be yea; and your 
nay, nay—Lie not one. to another.” Set before them the pun- 
iſhment denounced againtt all lyars: that“ they ſhall have their 
part i, that lake which burneth with fire and brimſtone:“ and 
point out to them the deteliable practice of falſifying their word. 
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Lay before your children the horrid, abominable practice uf 
injuſtice. Shew them that it is below the dignity of a rational 
mind; contrary to the law of nature, which teaches us to do to 
others, as we would they ſhould do to us; that the word of God 
bighly condemns it: © Thou ſhalt not fteal—Detfraud ye not 
one another.” And when we ſee the leaſt appearance of this in 
our children; we ſhould reprimand them ſeverely, and, after 
the firſt and ſecond time of tranſgreſſing, the rod muſt be uſed; for 
he who ſpares the rod at ſuch a ſeaſon, hates his child. You 
may, by a timely correction, ſubdue this evil diſpoſition, and 
fave your child from ſhame, diſgrace, and an ignominious death 
by the hand of juſtice. Many a child has been plucked, as a 
brand out of the burning, by this means. 


Train up your children to the 0 of decent and becom- 
ing language: this will make them appear amiable both to you 
and others: „ Words fitly ſpoken, are like apples of gold in 
pictures of filver.“ By ſuch language abundance of fin will be 
prevented, and your children will enjoy the happy and bleſſed 
fruits and effects thereof. Tell them, that every idle word muſt 
be brought into judgment. 


Endeavor to prevent your children from ufing prophane words 
and all prophane ſwearing, by checking the very firſt appearance 
of it. If parents were to do their duty in this particular, there 
would not be a prophane word or oath heard in our land. The. 
norrid practice of prophane ſwearing would become unfaſhionable 
to mankind ; it would be deteſted and abhorred as language un- 
fit for a rational being. It is a practice ſo ridiculous, ſcandalous, 
5 horrible, that all men, if taught, would become aſhamed of 

t, deteſt and abominate it. It is a firſt-rate fin, and not ex- 
edel by any, except a total rejection of God. 


All obſcene language ſhould be ſilenced in your children in a 
moment, and not a whiſpcr of it heard from the beginning to the 
end of the year. They who ſuffer ſuch language to proceed 
from their children uncorrected, are nurſing up a family for the 
devil, and will be chargeable with their guilt. Can any Chriſtian 
parent hear a child utter ſuch unſeemly language in his preſence, 
and not correct it? No, it is impoſlible ; ; for his ears are too chaſte 
to hear ſuch filthy converſation : it will, like Lot's of old, 
& grieve his righteous ſoul.” 


Train up your children in an eſteem and reverence for good 
veopie 3 point out to them the advantage of good company: 
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ew them the pernicious effects of bad connections, for nothing 
vitiates the minds and morals of young people more than bad 
companions : One ſinner deſtroys much good Evil commu- 
nications corrupt good manners Come out from among them 
and be ye ſeparate, faith the Lord.” What connection hath a 
Chriſtian with an Infidel ? « Deſtruction is in their paths, and 
the way of peace they have not known—Their ways lead down 
to death, and their ſteps take hold of deſtruction.” As you 
tender the welfare of your children, keep them from the paths 
of the wicked; and however de irous they are of ſuch company, 
hy an abſolute reſtraint upon them, left you be acceſſary to their 
ruin. In good connections there is no danger of their morals 
being tainted, or their minds depraved, or their characters 
ſtained. Nay, they will rather be gainers than loſers, by keep- 
ing company with ſpiritual, holy people. How many have date 
their ruin from commencing acquaintance with the wicked? Tn 
bad companies you have every thing bad to fear, but nothing to 
excite hope, or a poſſibility of receiving good from them. Strict 
morality, and pure religion cannot live in ſuch connections; and 
their health, reputation, and property, are all in danger, while 
they aſſociate with the wicked. Wicked companions lead to 
greater lengths in fin than can poſſibly be attained when alone. 
The wicked increaſe in wickedneſs by the aſſiſtance of each other, 
and by laying their heads and hearts together in contriving finfil 
acts: their reſolutions are greatly ftrengthened, their principles 
of education weakened, and the voice of conſcience ſtopped. Lf 
parents would ſee their children do well for time and eternity. 
let them take ſpecial care that they never ſpend their precious 
moments in connections which threaten danger. Bad compa— 
nions are a grievous curſe to mankind, and have proved the bane 
of thouſands : © The curſe of the Lord is in the houſe of the 
-wicked—Woe to the wicked for it ſhall go ill with him; but the 
bleſſing of the Lord is with the righteous. 


Train up your children to behave in a ſuitable manner to all 
mankind ; whether ſuperiors, inferiors, or equals: for this is 
advantageous to themſelves, beautiful in the fight of others, and 
approved by all: it commands reſpect from men of ſenſe ; it 
yields peace to the mind, is plcaſing to God, and attended with 
his bieſſing. He has ſaid in his word, honor to whom honor 
Thou ſhalt rife up before the hoary head.” | | 


Charge your children that they never {port themſelves with 
the weaknels, defects, blemiſhes, or poverty of others. Shew 
them how abominable it is to divert themiclves with ther tetlow 
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creatures, becauſe they are not ſo beautiful, healthy, honor able, 
wiſe, or rich, as it hath pleaſed God to make them. If they 
are ſuperior to others in any, of all theſe, they ought to be humble 
and thankful ; and you ſhould endeavor to make them ſo too, 


by ſhewing them their ſuperior obligations to God ; and that it. 


is their duty to be more uſeful in their ſtation : “ Where much 
is given, much is required—Who maketh thee to differ from an- 
other What haſt thou, that thou didſt not receive? Now, if 
thou didſt receive it, why doſt thou glory as if chou hadſt not 
received it?“ 


Train up your children with proper ideas of the odious, hate- 
ful nature of an haughty, oppreſſive, injurious, cruel, moroſe 
diſpoſition and behaviour; cultivate in them an humble, bene vo- 
lent, ſympathiſing, generous, friendly, affable, meek and gentle 
ſpirit. To accompliſh theſe ends, you ſhould repreſent to them 
how contrary the former diſpoſitions are to real religion; how 
deſtructive to the peace of mankind, the happineſs of themſelves 
and others. Shew them the awful threatening denounced againſt 
them, who entertain ſuch diſpoſitions in their hearts, and diſco- 
ver them in their lives. Point out to them the amiablencſs, 
beauty, and excellency of the latter, how becoming the man and 
the Chriſtian ; how ſuitable to the word of God, the nature of 
Chriſtianity, and the character of a child of grace. Divine in- 
ſpiration ſays, Be kindly affectionate one to another Put away 
all malice, wrath, and evil ſpeaking—Put on bowels of mercy, 
kindneſs, humbleneſs of mind, and long: ſufferings Be kind one 
to another ; tender hearted, and forgive one another in love, as 


God for Chriſt's ſake hath forgiven us.” Tell them the pleaſure, 


peace, and happinefs attending ſuch a diſpoſition, and the miſery 
of thoſe who are deſtitute of it. Bleſſed are the meek, for they 
ſhall inherit the carth.” They are prepared to enjoy the ſweets 
of nature, while a man of a ſavage temper carnes that within 


him, which gnaws his very vitals. No man needs a greater tor- 


ment than a cruel diſpoſition; for it eats out all peace, comfort 
and happineſs. Bleſſed are the merciful, for they ſhall obtain 
mercy—Blefled are the peace-makers, for they ſhall be called the 
children of God.” Such a diſpoſition clearly indicates to whom 
they belong, and ſhews that ſuch a ſpirit anfwers to a gracious 
principle in the heart. Tell them how much the oppolite tem- 
per reſembles the ſpirit of darkneſs ; and their deſert, if God 
were to lay judgment to the line, and righteouſneſs to the 
plummet. 

Train up yoer children in true notions of temperance and fru- 
gality. Cultivat2 in them an abhorrence of intemperance, pro- 
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digality, ſinful extravagance, and a waſte of the good things of 


this life. Inform them that they have no power to create a duſt 
or a drop; convince them that it requires creating power to 
furniſh the neceſſaries of life : and ſhall we wickedly waſte what 
none can provide but God himſelf? Shew your children how 
many families have come to poverty, by a waſteful extravagant 
way of living. Set before them the many bleſſed effects which 
attend care and frugality. How many perſons and families have 
roſe from meanneſs and obſcurity, by care, induſtry, frugality, 
and the bleſſing of God, which generally attend the diligent and 
careful? None but the careful cun be of ſervice in their day and 
generation, becauſe they waſtefully conſume it all on themſelves. 
A frugal man can aſſiſt his friend, relieve the diſtreſſed, promote 
the cauſe of Chriſt in the world, and ſometimes reſcue a brother 
from deſtruction ; but a waſteful perſon has it not in his power, 
for his continual waſtefulneſs is like a daily conſumption on his 
ſubſtance; therefore, ſuffer not your children to waſte or con- 


ſume the ſmalleſt bleſſing.“ 


Train up your children to be charitable and liberal, where it is 
neceſſary. Shew them the advantage ariling from thence ; for 
God ubundantly blefles thoſe who relieve the neceſſities of proper 
objects, from a right fpirit : “ He who gives to the poor, lends 
to the Lord,” who will repay with good intereſt “ A cup of 
cold water given to a diſciple of Chriſt in the name of a diſciple, 


ſhail not loſe its reward,” The hberal hand ſhall be liberally 


ſupplied. To the bountiful he is bountiful. The widow's mite 
ſhall not paſs unnoticed by an allſeeing God. How often has 
the widow's heart been made to {ing praiſes to God for the 
bounties of the liberal hand? How many ſouls in heaven are now 
praiſing God, that he put it into the hearts of ſome men to ſup- 


port the golpel, by cheir contributions, which proved, through 


the Spirit's operation, ſavingly beneficial to their ſouls ? Teach 
your children to exerciſe charity with prudence ; for it is no cha- 
rity to relieve thoſe who waſte, and wickedly ſpend what they 
receive: neither is it charity to give thoſe who hve in a leſs frugal 
way than ovrſclves. Charity prudently done, affords great plea- 
{are both to the giver and receiver, and will be followed with a 
divine bleſſing. Ged ſl not forget « our work and labor of 


love.“ 


If fx perſons in a family waſtefully confume each of them but one 
penny a day, it will amoum to nine pounds in one ycar; and in proportion 
necerdh g to their humber, and wiſteful practice. 
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Let not your children follow cards and dice, horſetraces and 
eock-fighting, with other practices of a gambling nature; for they 
are of a moſt pernicious quality, and attended with baneful con- 
ſequences z ſuch as idleneſs, diſſipation, injuſtice, and falſhood. 
If your children once fall into this hurtful practice, it will devour 
. their time, corrupt their thoughts, and waſte their property. 
Gaming puts the mind continually upon the rack, fills it with a 
multitude of anxieties of a very diſagreeable nature; and leaves 
neither room nor time for better employ, and more profitable ſub- 
jets. Gaming corrupts honeſty, turns the mind into a neſt of 
villany, and vitiates the whole ſoul. Gaming, when attended 
with ſucceſs, hardens the mind in this pernicious practice, and 
drives it from every thing ſerious, and fills it with vanity and 
prodigality, for, to uſe the old proverb, Lightly come, lightly 
gone.” And how can we expect it otherwiſe, when the practice 
has ſuch a tendency to corrupt and vitiate the minds and words of 
men? If a gameſter loſes by his practice, it makes him doubly 
active in trying every baſe art, and cunning device, to ſee if he 
can retrieve himſclt ; and if he fails here, it leads him to other 
bad practices, whereby he may make up his deficiencies, which 
have often proved fatal in a ſhort time. Such is the baneful 
practice of gaming. | 


Train up your children ſtrangers to the gay circles of human 
life; ſuch as revellings, banquetings, balls, ſtage-plays, and all 
other carnal diverſions, and ſenſual amuſements ; for theſe are 
attended with ten thouſand evils, but not one advantage can be 
derived from them. They debauch the minds and morals of men 
beyond any thing the devil has ever yet invented. They beſet, 
intoxicate, and deſtroy whole nations. Many who will not be 
ſeen in the more groſs and vulgar ſcenes of wickedneſs, are found 
here by crouds. Theſe ſcenes are thought polite, genteel, faſhi- 
onable, and refined ; but infpired Paul ſays, She that liveth in 
pleaſure, is dead while ſhe liveth.” John the Baptiſt loſt his 
head through one of theſe feſtival dancing bouts, which ſhews how 
diametrically oppoſite they are to a true Chriſtian character. 


Train up your children in an habitual diſlike to the vain modes, 
manners, cuſtoms, and faſhions of the preſent day. There are 
few, if any cxſtoms and faſhions in the world, but what are vain, 
wicked and carnal. Woe may be ure, that carnal minds will 

urſue carnal faſhions ; for The world wanders after the beaſt.” 
Hens our Lord ſays, © If any man will be my diſciple, let him 
deny himſelf, take up his croſs, and follow me.” If the natural 
diſpoſition of the mind were not carnal, aud averſe to that which 


= 


is good, pray what occaſion to deny ourſelves in following Chriſt? 
But this thing is too plain to be contradicted; for by nature we 
are © carnal, ſold under fin,” and averſe to every thing that is 
good. The carnal world is ſo far from being a model for our 
conduct and converſation, and fo far from being pleaſing to God, 
that John the Divine ſays, „If any man love the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him— For all that is in the world, 
the luſt of the fleſh, the luſt of the eye, and the pride of life, is 
not of the Father, but is of the world.” It is impoſſible that 
the world ſhould approve any thing but what is pleaſing to depra- 


ved nature. Were it poſſible to form a dreſs, a behaviour, and 


a converſation the moſt expreſſive of true godlineſs, the world 
would hate, deteſt, and abhor ſuch cloathing, ſuch converſation, 
and ſuch behaviour; becauſe “ the carnal mind is enmity againſt 
God ;” conſequently, againſt every thing that has the reſemblance 
of him. LE TH Ne 


Train up your children in the knowledge of all the doctrines 
and duties of the Chriſtian religion. They who neglect this, 
neglect one great part of their duty in the education of their chil- 
dren. As the goſpel is the greateſt bleſhng mankind is favored 
with in this world, it is the duty of every parent to train up his 


children in the knowledge of it, to the utmoſt of his power. To 


this end, teach your children the Catechiſm, which contains a 


ſummary of the Chriſtian religion. Take care that this ſhort. 


compendium be well fixed in their minds, memories and judg- 
ments. Furniſh them with proper reaſons and arguments for what 


they are taught to believe and practiſe. Get Mr. Beddome's Ex- 


poſition of the Catechiſm, and make them read it over once every 
month through the year. This, with a divine blethng, will prove 
an excellent method to ground your children in all the fundamen- 
tals of religion, and make them „ wiſe unto ſalvation, through 
faith in Chriſt Jeſus;“ which is the hcarty, fincere deſire of 
your brethren in our dear Lord. 


Train up your children to read good and profitable books, 
ſuch as are calculated for their real advantage, either in the civil, 
moral, or religious life. Never ſuffer them to read books that 
have a tendency to corrupt their morals, inflame their depraved 
paſſions, or give them a taſte for the vain cuſtoms, manners, or 
faſhions of carnal men. Be careful, therefore, to prevent their 
reading fooliſh ſongs, novels, plays, intrigues, romances, or 
whatever has a tendency to corrupt the mind. Theſe things have 
been the cauſe of ruining many a young perſon. "Thouſands 
Have had reaſon to execrate all ſuch books, on account of the 
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effects they have experienced from thera. Theſe pernicious pro- 


ductions have ſlain their thouſands, and tens of thouſands, and 


vitiated the morals of whole nations. All ſuch writers are a 
curſe to the land where they reſide, and ſhould be diſcountenan- 
ced by every lover of morality, and true religion, | 


Education has a powerful influence upon the human mind: 
its force may be ſcen in every ſect and party through this and 
other kingdoms. Things the moſt abſurd in religion, are ad- 
hered to by the riſing generation with as much ſirmneſs and ſtabi- 


lity, as if they were ſtamped with divine inſpiration. A papiſt may 
be taught to believe a prieſt, or the pope, ſooner than the Lord 


of heaven and earth; and that mere bread is the body and blood, 
ſoul and divinity of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Others are taught 
to diſdain every divine inſtitution in the Chriſtian religion, and 


made to believe that the holy ordinances are beggarly elements. 


Some are taught to {light divine inſtitutions, and are induced to 
degrade them; calling them non-ellentials or circumſtantials; 
and thereby look upon it as a matter of indifferency, whether 
they believe as Chriſt teaches, and do as he bids them or not. 


And education has ſuch an influence upon them herein, that 


they will abide by theſe ſentiments as firmly as if they had the 
command of God, the example of Chriſt, and the practice of the 
Apoſtles for what they do. Numbers of this ſtamp we have in 
this nation, who have nothing to ſupport them in their belief and 


practice, but cuſtom, human tradition, or the force of educa- 


tion, without one paſſage of ſcripture, which ſhould be our only 
rule for faith and practice in religion. | 


From theſe things, the influence of education upon all ranks 
and degrees of men evidently appears; and how neceſſary it is 
for all God's people to take care, to the utmoſt of their power, 


in the education of their children. If training up in error and 
abſurdity has ſuch influence upon the human mind, as daily ob- 


ſervation confirms, ſurely truth, good ſenſe, and the infallible 
Word of God, will have no leſs force, under a divine bleſſing, if 
the ſame pains are taken to impreſs and ſtamp the mind with them. 


Me have the word of God to encourage us in the diligent uſe of 
all the means in our poſſeſſion: Crain up a child. in the way 
he ſhould go, and when he is old, he will not depart from it.“ 


If good education were attended to by cvery parent, there would 
be an outward reformation through the whole world; for though 


all might not equally profit by it, yet it would lay ſuch a reſtraint 


upon the molt obdurate, as not eaſily to be broken through, and 


E 17 J 


it would form and mould ſuch numbers into a decent behaviour, 
as would produce a majority, and thereby weaken the power of 
the prophane and profligate. 


The greateſt part of all outward acts of fin, may, with juſtice, 
be charged upon the want of Education. Is it not a juſt obſerva- 
tion, and proper remark : * Like father, like ſon ; like prieſt, 
like people?“ What an amazing bleſſing is good education! 
May all thoſe who are favored with it, learn to prize it, be truly 
thankful for it, and make a proper improvement of it. What 
accumulated and aggravating fins muſt thoſe be guilty of, who 
break through all bonds of a good education ? W hat bitter reflec- 
tions muſt the conduct of ſome children give their parents, who 
have entirely neglected their education? But, on the other hand, 
what peace and pleaſure have ſome parents, in ſeeing the bleſſing 
of God, and the ſmiles of heaven, crowning their endeavours 
herein? May the Lord graciouſly help you to do your duty in 
this particular, and own it for the preſent and eternal welfare of 
your offspring, is the earneſt defire gf your brethren in our dear 


Lord. i 
Signed, on behalf of the whole, by the Moderator, 


T. THOMAS. 
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| Baltimore Circular Letter. 
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THE BALTIMORE BAPTIST ASSOCIATION, 


MEETING IN THE TOWN OF BALTIMORE, 


AUGUST oth, 1795 :=—TO THE CHURCHES 
WHOM WE REPRESENT. 


BIlOYED BRET HREN, 


Hv had a comfortable interview with each 
other, and a pleaſing intelligence from the churches, that they 
are firmly attached unto the truth they profeſs, truſting that they 
endeavour to adorn the doctrines of the goſpel by a holy living 
may the Lord cauſe the churches to grow in grace, and that the 
beauty of vital holineſs and brotherly love, may abundantly ap- 
pear among the brethren—may not the day of ſmall things diſ- 
courage you, but rejoice that there are ſmall beginnings ; it was 
not always ſo as even now); remember he that ſowed the muſ- 
tard feed ; he did it in his own time, and in his own time he 
can caule it to grow up to a large tree—be encouraged then, to 
wait patiently in the uſe of God's appointed means; you know 
not how ſoon he may raiſe up many ſons and daughters unto A bra- 


ham, and add many unto his little churches, ſuch as ſhall be 
ſaved. 


It may be remembered, by ſome at leaſt, that at our annual 
meeting in the year 1794, that there was a ſubject appointed for 
diſcuſhon this year; which was to ſhow, wherein a Strong, and 


a Weak Faith differed. —This we ſhall attempt to do in as few 


words as poſſible, doing juſtice to the ſubjeR, 


In order to put the matter in a clearer light, to weak un- 
Jerſtandings, it may be neceſſary (though they differ) to ſhew 
in what reſpects they agree :=— 


| 
| 
| 
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1ſt. They differ not in the remote cauſe, which is the free 
grace and love of God; from this fountain came that great giſt 
of Chriſt, and in, and through him, come all the graces of the 
ſpirit in their full latitude. A ſtrong Faith, and a weak Faith is 
the fruit of Eledding Love“ As many as were ordained to eter- 


nal life believed.“ 


2d. They differ not in their immediatę cauſe, which is the 
ſpirit of God: Col. ch. ii. ver. 12. Through the faith of the 
operation of God.“ As in the orchard, the tree which ſtandeth 
ſtrong, and the tender plant which ſtands trembling, both were 
ſet by the fame hand. 5 


3d. They differ not in their eſſence: a ſtrong man and a weak 
man differ in reſpect of power and working; yet they both agree 
in the nature of man, and in reſpect of being. 


4th. They differ not as to their ſpecial objects: they both 
ook unto pronuſes as made in Chit, as the foundations of 


their hope. 


5th. They differ not in their ends, which are the glory of 
God, and the ſalvation of the ſoul. . 


So far they agree, yet there is a diverſity with regard to 
ſtrength: you may fcc one Chriltian look up to heaven with tcars 
of joy, as Job, „I know that my Redeemer liveth ;”? another 
looking up with tears of grief, faving, Lord be merciful to me 
a ſinner.” : 


A ſtrong Faith can triumph above all fears, ſaying, “ Iam perſuad- 
ed that nothing ſhall ſeparate me from the love of God in Chriſt;“ 
a weak faith combating with many fears, faying, .* but will the 
Lord be favorable to me ;** he ventures like Eſther towards the 
ſceptre, “If I periſh, I periſh.” But how comes it to pals 
that there is ſuch a Fr ee, For this, take the following 
reaſons ; | . | 


1ſt. Let it be remembercd, that Faith is never grounded in 


| Ignorance or total darkneſs, but in knowledge and light; but a 


weak faith has not fo clear a knowledge of the extenſiveneſs of 
Chriſt's mediation, his fullneſs, and ſuitableneſs to the ſtate of a 
poor {inner, as a ſtrong faith has. | 


2d. The diverſity may ſometimes be aſcribed to the age of 


* 1 


faith: in . it has had a longer time to ſtrengthen, in others 
like feed newly fown. 


: za. Some ate brought vp in a more fertile ſoil, or under a 
miniſtry more experimentally acquainted with ward conflida, 
and therefore better qualiſied to addreſs tender conſciences. 


Some undergo ſeverer trials, and more difficult ſervices 
chan othersy fo they have different meaſures of faith given them 
according to the different degrees of exigence. 


5th. The diverſity of degrees may be aſeribed to the aſſiſtance 


of the ſpiri, which is like wind blowing where it liſteth. 


Now we will proceed to give ſome inſtances of a Strong and 
Weak Faith. 


1ſt. Confidence in a ſingle word for great matters is an argu- 
ment of a ſtrong faith, as in the Centurion, who came to Chriſt, 
“ Speak the word only, and my ſervant ſhall be healed,” what 
ſaid Chriſt! Verily ſaid he, „I have not found ſo great faith, 
no, not in Iſrael.“ But when the heart is inclined to a life of 


ſenſe, and cannot be perſuaded by the naked word, without ſen- 


ſible pledges, he is weak in faith: like Thomas, without he 
ſeeth the print of the nails, he will not believe: unleſs he feels 
the favor of Chvilt in a ſenſible manner, he will not believe that 
God loves him. If ſtrong faith ſeeth ſalvation in the promiſe, it 
goes away rejoicing. If weak faith has not ſome of the inherit- 
ance in his own hand, as well as in God's hand, it is afraid, 


2d. A ſtrong faith will take encouragement from that, which 
would diſcourage a, weak faith ; the woman of Canaan that came 
to Chriſt, ſaid, Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou ſon of 
David;“ he anſwered her not a word. Chriſt's filence cauſed her 
to raiſe her voice the higher. The diſciples ſaid, *ſend her away, 
for ſhe crieth after us.” Again, ſhe came and worſhipped him, 
ſaying, „Lord help me.“ PHe anſwered, „It is not meet to 
take the childrens? bread, and caſt it to. dogs.” She takes the 
hint. Truth Lord, the dogs cat of the crumbs that fall from 
the maſter's table,” Then Jeſus ſaid, „O woman, great is thy 


faith; that faith that will preſs on againſt diſcouragements, 


though God do not immediately anſwer ; will {till cry tor mercy, 
as one faid, „ Though he ſlay me, yet will [ truſt in him,“ may 
be called a Hows faith. As to a weak faith, one word of God is 


not enough: God has to ſpeak again more clearly, as Gideon 
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muſt have one ſign after another, the fleece muſt be wet and the 
ou dry ; then another, the fleece muſt be dry and the earth 
Judges vi. 37, 39. This ſhewed weakneſs in his faith. As 


bs a 8 faith, all the promiſes and arguments in God and Cbriſt, 
can Nerd perſuade him, that God will be merciful to him. 


3d. A ſtrong faith can hope againſt hope, his expectation is 
grounded on the promiſe alone; as in Abraham's caſe — he 
wanted a ſon— God promiſed him an Iſaac. There was nothing 
in nature to encourage his faith, every thing was againſt him but 
the promiſe ; but he conſidered how able God was to perform 
his promiſe, The more ſtrength a naked promiſe hath with a 
foul when it alone gives peace and quietneſs, the ſtronger faith is. 
But when the ſoul looks for inward qualifications for encourage- 
ment to believe; it argues a weak faith. Whatever we join with 
Chriſt, or the promiſe in point of dependence, be it ever ſo 
good, has a tendency to weaken faith. Good things in poſſeſſion 
are matters of thankfulneſs, but conficered- as prone, they a are 
matters of faith and dependence. | 


- 4th. A ſtrong faith can more eaſily comply with changes and 
difterent viciſſitudes of Providence, than a weak faith. There are 
many changes, incident to a man's temporal life. Sometimes 
we abound, and our mountain is ſtrong. Anon, comes adver- 
ſity, and our mountain is ſhaken ; now under theſe changes, not 
to be changed, provided it proceeds not from a ſtupid inſenſibi- 
lity, but from an rag of the wiſdom and goodneſs of 
God, it ſhews a ſtrong faith—Like Job, in his adverſity, he ſtill 
bleſſed God. The more pathve the heart is, the more active 


faith is. Paul had learned that leſſon : „In every ſtate there- 


with to be contented.” But a weak faith, is like Gideon in ano- 
ther caſe—If the Lord be with us, why is all this evil befallen 

us? A weak faith is apt, under croſſes, by loſſes and diſappoint- 
ments, to draw concluſions againſt itſelf, not conſidering, c that 
every ſon whom he loveth he chaſtiſeth,” and to be anxious about 
a living in the world, as what ſhall we eat, and what ſhall we 


drink, or eee ſhall we be clothed; this, our Saviour 


ſaith, ſheweth little faith : Matthew vi. 30. God has done 
more for believers than the world is worth; therefore, to ſuſ- 
pect him for ſmall matters, which he allo promiſeth, ſhews little 


faith. 


5th. When fin gets to be more dead, and more ineffectual in 
its temptations, it proves the ſtrength of faith. A ſtrong faith is 
enabled to ſubdue lin, by arguments drawn 7 Evangelical truth, 
lach as God's everlaſting love, the gift of his ſon, the evil of 


1 2 1 


ſin in the death of Chriſt. He ſees the wonderful things God 


Has dane for him, and engaged in promiſe yet to do more: theſe 
truths being impreſſed on the heart by the Spirit, have a mighty 
influence—a conſtraining power to beget watchfulneſs againſt the 
firſt motions of ſin. Seeing how unreaſonable it is to ſin againſt 
ſuch a good God, he prays for ſtrength to ſubdue the power of 
inbred corruptions. A perſon's knowledge being ſcanty in goſ- 
E truths, and the mind not being exerciſed in a due manner, 

ing too much influenced by a legal ſpirit, truſting in their own 
ſtrength, they are apt to fall in an hour of temptation. - When 
Peter truſted in his own ſtrength, he denied his Lord, which 
ſhewed his faith to be weak. We allow faith to. be true 
en” of is rgſiſted, but to conquer fin, ſhews ſtrength of faith; to 


wreſtle is ſomething, but to conquer is more. 


6th. A ſtrong faith has the immutability of God in his eye, 
hence the Apoſtle to the Hebrews, ch. vi. ver. 18. for the con- 
firmation of their faith, puts them in mind of the immutability of 
God's council, and that it was impoſſible for God to lie: upon 
this foundation, even the flability of the promiſes, the ſtability of 
the Saints is founded: ſo we read, that God changeth not; there- 
fore, the ſons of Jacob are not conſumed. 


But a weak faith is apt to make an eſtimate of his eternal ſtate 
by his frames, which are as changeable as the wind ; while warm 
they have a comfortable hope: after a while, they are cold, then 
they are almoſt ready to give up; they would, had it not been, 

that “the foundation of God ſtandeth ſure, having this ſeal, the 
Lord knoweth them that are his.“ | 


Now we ſhall give a few hints that, though a weak faith is 
oppoſed to a ſtrong faith, yet it is not oppoſed to a true faith. 


1ſt, A. weak faith, though it is not ſure Chriſt is its Saviour, 
yet it honors Chriſt as Lord. Thomas could fay, My Lord, 
and my God ;* he would be ſubject to no law but that of Chriſt; 
he loves his doctrines; he loves his ordinances. 


2d. Though a weak faith cannot ſay Chriſt is his friend, he 
can ſay fin is his enemy. 


3d. A weak faith, though it has not much comfort in belier- 
ius. unbelief and hardneſs of heart is a burden and trouble to 
um. | 
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4th, Weak faith will not 00 15 i he will be doing ; 


he loves to attend the means where Chriſt is exhibited : if he 
ſteps a little above his donbtings by an apprehenſion of a 


beam, he is perſuzced all is well, and will be well: he is 
to fay, * How good is the Lord! what ſhall I render unto Gad ?? 


5th. A weak faith, if put to it, to determine upon one of baue 
things, either to renounce all hope in Chriſt, and take has chance 
ſome other way, or <lie to throw itſelf upon Chriſt, though in the 


dark, even a weak faith will diſcover itſelf ; 7 evil! not renounce 


his hidden intereft n Chryft ; it will venture its all into the hard of 
Chriſt, laying, If £ periſh, I perth.” Amen. 


Signed by c 


WI LL IAM CLINGAN, Moderator. 
CHARLES P. POLE, Clerk, 


APPERENDIS, 


THE following Articles concerning the ecclesiastical standing 
of baptized children, and the duties of the professing members of 
the Church towards them, have been adopted by the First Pres- 
byterian Church of Durham, as expressive of some of their le ad- 
ing sentiments on this subject. With the approbation of the 
Presbytery, to which this Church belongs, they are now subjoin- 
ed to the Discourses. These Articles may be of some use to 
those who have been long thinking and talking on the neglected 
duties of the Church towards her Covenant seed. They may 
serve to bring them to look more directly at the subject. With 
this sketch before them, they can set out; aud add or subtract, as 
shall appear to them necessary. : 

The Articles were first brought before the Church by a com- 
mittee. appointed for that purpose. In this original form they are 
now given io the public. 


The Church's committee, appointed to draw up something concerning 
the relation in which baptized children stand to the Church, and ths 
duty of the Church towards them, submit the following report. 


I. They are of opinion, that the subject reſerred to them is one 


of the most weighty and interesting which can occupy the atten- 


tion of a Christian Church. They consider that the glory of God. — 
the beauty of the Church, the salvation of the seed of believers,— 
and the peace and comfort of those parents who have given their 
children to God in covenant, call for a very serious attention to 


this subject. 


[Mal. iv. 5, 6.“ Behold T will send you Elijah the prophet, before the coming 

of the great and dreadful day of the Lord. And he shall turn the heart of the fathers 

to the children, and the heart of the cluldren to their fathers, lest I come and ite 
the earth with a curse. | | 


II. The committee are of opinion, that the 12th Article of the 
Church's Confessiou of Faith is correct, as it respects the rela- 
tion of Children to the Church: in which it is said; “That Christ 
now has, and ever has had, a Church in the world, which, in its 
visible form, is composed of all who profess faith in him, and sub- 
mit to the laws of his kingdom, !og-ther with their children.” We 
consider that the children of prof-ssing parents do from their 


birth bear a relation to the covenant of grace, on which the 


Church is built; and that one design of their baptism is to denote 
that relation. | 


[Mark x. 14. Suffer the little children to come unto me, and ſorbid them 
not: fer of such is the kingdom of God.“ 


In Rom. xi, 21, the seed of the Church, in distinction from all its other members, 


are called the natural branches of the olive tree. 
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III. The children are considered as bearing this relation to the 
Church wholly through the medium of their covenant parents.“ 


They are in the Church, not as professors, or active members, 


until they voluntarily take hold of God's covenant : but they are 
to be considered as the children,—the seed of the Church; brought 
into the ſamily of Christ to be trained up for him. | 


That is, —Inſants, or children, bear no relation to the Church considered as in- 
ants or children, but merely as being the children of parents who are in covenant 
with God. Therefore while there is the greatest prop: iety in baptizing tae children 
of such parents, ihere is not the least propriety in a promiscuous baptism of all the 
children which are born in Christendom, | 
Gen. xvii. 23. And Abraham took Ishmael his son, and all that were born in 
His house: and bought with his money, every mule among the men of Abraham's 
house, and circumeised the flesh of their foreskin in the selſ-same day, as God had 


Said unto him.” Abriham believed, | taerelore Ishmael and all his household receiv- 


ed the seal of the covenant 

Exod. xii. 48. And when a stranger shall sojourn with thee; and will keep the 
passover to the Lord, let all his males be citeumeised.“ These were to be circum- 
ciged whotly on account of the relation which they bore to the stranger, who be- 
lieved in Abraham's God. | 

Acts xvi. 14, 15. = Whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto 
the things which were spoken of Paul, And when Se was baptized and her house- 
Hold,“ Fc. Cor. vii. 14. For the unbelieving hus and is sanctiſied by the wile, 
and the unbelieving wiſe is sanctified by the husbund : else were your children un- 
clean 3 but now are they holy.“ If neither parent had possesse4 any title o the 
covenant, then there could be no title for the children. They would have no con- 


nexion with the“ holy nation,” ] 


IV. We consider the covenant of Abraham, (that is, the co- 
wenant of grace,) on which the Church of Christ in every age is 
built, as containing promises of saving good to our children, in 
case that we as parents put our trust in God's gracious promises, 
and are enabled ſaithſully to keep coveuant with him in their re- 
ligious education. SD | I 


[Gen. xvii. 7. “ And 1 will establish my covenant between me and thee, and 
thy seed after thee in their generations, for an everlasting covenant : to be a God unto 
thee, and to thy seed after thee,” With this compare Gen. xviii. 19. : «© For | know 
him. that he will command his children and his household after him; and they shall 
keep the way of the Lord, to do justice and judgment; that the Lord may bring upon 
Abraham that which he hath spoken of him.” 2 | 

Isa. Ii. 8. 9.—*< And I will direct their work in truth, and I will make an everlas- 
ting covenant with them. And their sced shall be known among the Gentilez, and 
their offspring among the people: all that see them shall ackrowledge them, that 
they are the $eed which the Lord hath Blessed.” It will be no longer denied that the 
covenant contained blessings for the seed of the Church. Prov. xxii. 6. Train up a 
child in the way he should go; and when he is old he will not depart from it.”] 


'V. A Church in its collective capacity is bound to watch over 
all its children : but while they are in minority, this watch is more 
particularly to be exercised through the medium of their covenant 
parents. 3 


[Eph. vi. 4. And ye fathers provoke not your children to wrath; but bring them 
up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” This is a part of an epistle directed 
to a particular Church. Among the-duties enjoined on this Church, one is the reli- 
gious education of their children : And this edueation of their children, it seems, was 
particularly required at the hand of their fathers or parents. ] | 
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VI. If during the age of minority a child is stubborn and refuges 
obedience to his parents,—aſter the Church are well assured of it, 
and also that the parents have made every suitable exertion to re- 
claim him; and when they, as a Church, have taken suitable meas- 
ures in concert with the parents to effect so desirable a thing as 
the reformation of the child; should these means fail of suecess, 
he. is to be publicly cut off and disowned by the Church, as being 
no longer one of their covenant children. =o 


[Deut: xxi. 18,21, © Ifa man have a *ubborti and rebellious son, which will not 
obey the voice of his father, or the voice of his mother, and that when they have 
chastened him, will not hearken to them: Then shall his father and his mother lay 
hold on him, and bring him out unto the elders of his city, and unto the gate of his 

lace : And they shall sa; untv the elders of his city, This our son is stubborn and re- 

ellious, he will not obey our voice; he ix uA glutton and a drunkard. And all the men 
of his city shall stone him with stones that he die: so shalt thou put evil away from 
among you; and all Israe! shall hear and fear.” 

If the parents of such a =tubborn and rebellious son should neglect to solicit the 
Church to grant them aid in reducing him to subjection, it would in this case no 
doubt become the duty of the Church to inquire into the matter, and extend their dis- 
Cipline either to the parents, or to the child, as they shouſd find the case to require. 

his and the preceding Article have special reference to the discipline of baptized 
members while under age ; but they were not designed to intimate, that the dizcipline 
of such members ceased with their minority, The contrary sentiment is manifegtly 
implied: when it is said, A Church in its collective capacity is bound to watch over 
all its children: but while they ore in minority this watch is more 'particularly to 
be exercised through the medium of their covenant parents.“ This obviously im- 
lies, that the Church in its collective capacity is bound to continue its watch over its 
— children, even aſter they have gone from under the paternal root, and from 
under the immediate inspection of their parents.] 


VII. The religious education of children implies: 1. That we 
exercise faith in God's gracious promises concerning the chil- 
dren of helievers.* 2. That we pray for them, and with them. — 
3. That we instruct them into the doctrine of Christ.F 4. That 
we exercise a kind and bene volent government over them, requi- 
ring them to obey God's commandments, and forbidding and re- 
straining them from things 1 to God and contrary to his 
word; particularly from sinful gaming, tavern-haunting, balls, 
eee swearing, proſaning the sabbath, and other evident 


=> . 
reaches of the Divine commands. 


I“ Gen. xii. 5, 6.—** And he said unto him, So shall thy seed he. And he belierg! 
in the Lord; and he counted it to him for righteousness.” Mark ix. 23.— Jesus 
said unto him, If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth.“ 
Prov. iii. 5, 6.—* Trust in the Lord with al! thine heart,—and he shall direct thy 
paths.” Mat. xv. 28:—* Then Jesus answered and said unto her, O woman, great 
is thy faith: be it unto thee even as thou wilt. And her daughter was made whole 
from that very hour.” | 
James v. 16.—* The effectual ſer vent prayer of a righteous man availeth much,” | 
1 Chron. xvi. 43.—* And David returned” (i. e. from the services of the sanctuary) | 
> © to ow his house,” Josh. xxiv. 15.—* But as for me and my house, we will serve 
the Lord.” | | ; 

t Dent. vi. 6, 7.—“ And these words which I command thee this day shall be in 
thine heart, and thou shalt diligently teach them unto thy children, and shalt talk of 
thein when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when 
thou liest down, and when thou risest up.“ Eph. vi. 4.— But bring them up in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord.“. , 

$ Of Abraham it is said. © He will command his children and his household after 
him.''—Gen. xv1iii. 19. Ot Eli it is said to his dishonor, His sons made theinselves | 
vile, and he restrained them not. — 1 Sam. iii. 13, It is also mentioned to the disad- 
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vantage of David in the treatment of his son Adonijah, that © his father had not dis- 
pleased him at any time. in say ing, ads”; hast thou done so?“ —1 Kings i. d 
As to the things specified in the preceding Article, from which it is considerec! as the 
duty of parents to restrain their children, there will probably be but one mind among 
Christian parents, unless they should be divided on the subject of restraining their 
children from attending balls. We apprehend, however, that the difference of senti- 
ment on this subject between serious Christians of different communions, and in the 
different grades of society, is not great. It appears, at least, to be a general sentiment 
among them, that balls or dancing assemblies, have a very prejudicial influence upon 
that liſe of piety, which, when the scenes ol eternity are disclosed, we shall all see 
that it hehooved us to have lived. They are, we believe, generally viewed as a vain 
amusement, and as a great hinderance tv early piety. As some proof of a harmony of 
sentiment among Christians on this subject, we shall refer to one or two printed do- 
cuments. The first to which we shall refer is a Pastoral Letter from the Guocral As- 
| sembly of the Presbyterian Church, in the United States, to the Churches under their 
el care. This Letter was published in June, 1818; and contains the following remarks 
- on Dancing : Wich respect to Dancing, we think it necessary to observe, that how- 
ever plausible it may appear to some, it is perhaps not the less dangerous on account 
of that plausibility. It is not from those things which the world acknowledges to be 
most wrong, that the greatest danger is to be apprehended to religion, especially as it 
relates to the young. When the practice is carried to its highest extremes, all admit 
the consequences to he fatal ; and why then not apprehend danger, even from its in- 
cipient stages. It is certainly in all its stages a fascinating and infatuating practice. 
Let it be once introduced, and it is difficult to give it limits. It steals away our pre- 
cious time, dissipates religious impressions, and hardens the heart. To guard you, 
beloved brethren, agains! its wiles and its fascinations, we carnestly recommend that 
you will consult that sobriety which the sacred pages require. We also trust, that 
you will attend with the meekness and docility becoming the Christian character, to 
| EINE on this subject, of those whom you have chosen to watch for your 
. souls.“ a 
, Another document of a different denomination of Christians, to which we shall re- 
fer, can be found in the Religious Intelligencer, Vol. III p. 64. The document with 
its caption is as follows :—** The following resolution of the Convention of the Pro- 
. resfant Episcopal Church in Virginia, lately assembled in Winchester, is furnished for 
i" publication by the secretary of the Convention, for the purpose of giving the earliest in- 
formation on the subject, whizh is considered interesting and important. 
. n Convention, May, 22, 1818. 
Whereas differences of opinion prevail as to certain fashionable amusements; and 
it appears desirable to many, that the sense of the Convention should be expressed 
concerning them; the Convention does hereby declare its opinion that Gaming, 
attending on Theatres, Public Balls, and Horse-racing, should be relinquished by all 
communicants of this Church, as having the had effects of staining the purity of the 
7 Christian character—of giving offence to their pious brethren—and of endangering 
1 their own salvation by their rushing, voluntarily, into those temptations against 
which they implore the protection of their heavenly Father: and this Convention 
cherishes the hope, that this expression of its opinion will be sufficient to produce 
] conformity of conduct and unanimity of opinion among all the members of our com- 
_ munion. | 
The above is an extract ſrom the proceedings. 


r 
- 


Wm. MUNFORD, 
Secretary to the Convention.” 


| Concerning balls and dancing assemblies, it may be added; that they seem to be 

v8 contrary to the spirit of such passages, as Eecl. vii. 2—6. and xi. 9. 10. compared with 
2B xii. 1. Job xxi. 11—14. Prov. xiv. 13. Amos vi. 3—6. Luke vi. 25. Titus ii. 6. 
„ Jam. iv. 8, 9. &c. 


Concerning these amusements, it is worthy to be noted; that a general work of 
the Spirit, while it lasts, sets them entirely aside; and they can be revived only by 
a withdrawment of His influence, who reproves of sin, of righteousness, and of judg- 

ment. It is also worthy of notice, that chose youth, of whatever grade in society, who 
appear to become subjects of His sanctiſying influence, are generally agreed in say- 
ing, that these are things of a bad and dangerous tendency.] 3 


es L4 


He VIII. Those parents who neglect this manner of training up 
| their children in the way they should go, ought to be considered 
as breaking covenant with God, and with the Church, 
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